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July 3, 2019 

Mr. Howard Hill 

US Department of Transportation 

Grant Policy Analyst 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE:  BUILD Grant Application FY2019 

 

Mr. Howard Hill: 

We want to offer a letter of support to the community of Warsaw, Missouri, for their vision for the 

future and dedication to making it a reality.  They are clearly prioritizing to make the best use of funds 

for both their community and taxpayers.  Mr. Randy Pogue, Warsaw City Administrator, is in the process 

of implementing a “dig once” policy so that all planning and construction projects in his community 

identify, evaluate, and plan for current and future needs for all aspects of infrastructure. 

In addition to direct transportation needs, Mr. Pogue is attempting to address the dire lack of data 

connectivity within the Warsaw community.  We have been working with him to provide solutions, but 

we have not been able to find a cost-effective strategy for the community due to a variety of 

construction barriers.   

As part of this BUILD application, Mr. Pogue has included a recreational trail that provides not only an 

important recreational feature along the beautiful Lake of the Ozarks, but this same route would make 

an ideal trail backbone route for a future fiber optic cable to deliver state of the art fiber optics into the 

award-winning trail network.  This trail route will provide an opportunity for the development of a 

“smart trail” that includes not only connectivity but also safety monitoring and communications access 

in an area with poor cellular connectivity.  Furthermore, by placing this fiber service within the trail to 

create a trail backbone, an opportunity will be created for a connection to the fiber for a community 

transportation backbone for the BUILD roadways.  At the point the trail connects to the downtown and 

Drake Harbor Recreation Area, is where Commercial Street meets the trails system.  This provides the 

opportunity for an effective and affordable connection to trail fiber network and bring the fiber into the 

transportation routes via Commercial to Main Street and Jackson.  All three roadways can place conduit 

throughout the five-mile project.  With this accomplished, the backbone for the community will be in 

place.  For this to occur at a reasonable expense, the conduit will have to be place with the construction 

of the trail and the three roadway improvements proposed.  If not, the only other option will be to 

ground trench bury and this could increase the project by as much as 7 times due to the rocky terrain 

that is typical to this rural Ozark area.     

We applaud Mr. Pogue’s dedication to the effective use of resources.  His deliberate planning for the 

placement of communications conduits on all projects in his community will allow future providers the 

opportunity to provide viable, state of the art fiber optic systems to serve all needs of the community; 

whether they are transportation, tourism, medical, economic development, or educational in nature.  
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The placement of this critical conduit will allow our organization to begin the project feasibility and 

approval process that we use for the planning of infrastructure investments.  If Warsaw is successful in 

this grant application process, it will expedite our evaluation process to bring high speed fiber optics to 

the community.         

Thank you for your consideration of this very important matter.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Aaron, Bradshaw, CEO 

Co-Mo Electric Cooperative 

 


