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WARSAW TRAIL MASTERPLAN 

INTRODUCTION 
The Warsaw Trail System touches all areas of Warsaw, Missouri and provides a stimulus for new 

developments in and around Warsaw. The Trail System is the result of multiple partners thus far who 

have been key to the trail development and funding for construction. These partners include: 

• City of Warsaw 
• Warsaw Citizens 
• National Parks Service 

• Corps of Engineers 

• Missouri Department of Conservation 
• Ameren 

• Missouri Department of Transportation 

As the trail system continues to develop over the course of several years, the City of Warsaw has 

focused efforts on immediate opportunities for enhancing the trail system. Warsaw has also  

conducted visioning sessions through a series of public meetings. These meetings were successful 

due to the detailed involvement from the Drury students under the guidance of Professor Jay Garrot. 

Kevin Holland of Cook, Flatt & Strobel and Irv Jensen of Smart Solutions provided direction. The 

public meetings looked at future locations of potential trails as the community grows in population 

and developed acres. Warsaw will 

continue to seek partners in the 

development of its goal to connect its 

residents to the area’s outstanding 

outdoor environment via the trail 

system. The trail system has been 

developed to allow for connectivity 

throughout the community with every 

segment of the trail connecting to one 

another. The following map provides 

potential locations for the future trail 

system with Trailheads noted by circles 

that incorporate past and present trail 

construction. 

The Warsaw Trail  System Plan  

encompasses all of the City’s current 

developed areas and includes trails connecting to areas of potential growth. The trail system plan has 

been divided into two categories, immediate opportunities and future development. Within the 

immediate opportunities category, the trails have been divided into currently funded and funding 

source still needed. Several trails within the immediate opportunities category are already under 

construction or in the design phase with construction to follow in the near future. The City of 

Warsaw plans to use the Trail Masterplan as a live document, updating information as new 

immediate opportunities develop or funding sources for specific trails present themselves. 
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THE NEED FOR THE TRAIL SYSTEM 

The City of Warsaw enjoys a “one-of-a-kind” environment for outdoor recreation and appreciation. 

Situated at the meeting of the Lake of the Ozarks and Truman Lake, the community has the 

opportunity to enjoy unique access to recreational sports, boating, hiking, wetlands, fishing, hunting, 

biking and just walking in an atmosphere rich with nature’s plentiful flora and fauna. Adding to the 

abundance of natural attractions, the City of Warsaw provides one of the most uniquely diverse 

historical environments in Missouri. Prehistoric dinosaur bones, original native American 

environments, a major stop in our country’s expansion West by steamboats and stage coaches, the 

site of tumultuous Civil War battles and man-made architectural triumphs all can be found within the 

City limits of Warsaw. 

However, as a community at the foothills of the Ozark Mountains the terrain is hilly and difficult to 

traverse at points. Our residents come to the Warsaw area not to stay inside their homes but to get 

out and enjoy all the natural recreations that our area provides. Having a well planned, well 

organized and well maintained trails program allows our residents and visitors to reach our natural 

and historic riches and fully appreciate the beauty that is our community. 

Several important factors are involved with trail development. Economic development is no 

exception; the trail system was designed to involve downtown Warsaw and several key economical 

key locations around Warsaw. Several key pieces are currently being constructed to bring more 

people into Drake Harbor. As the trail system develops, there will be opportunities for businesses 

directly related to the trails such as bicycle rental or kayak rentals in addition to allowing a direct 

connection for users to existing businesses. 

This special environment also creates another critical need for today’s modern living...exercise for 

good health. The attributes of the community beckon residents and visitors to leave their homes and 

cars and experience the outdoors first hand. The Trails System is committed to working in close 

partnership with the healthcare community to provide a range of “life healthy” trail environments. 
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THE MASTERPLAN 

Warsaw has made a solid effort to locate trails near development areas that are currently high-use 

areas and potential future high-use areas. Warsaw is aggressively searching for partners to continue 

the construction of the trail system and share the cost of construction and maintenance of the 

immediate opportunity trails and also the future development trails currently identified. 

Several Phases in Drake Harbor are completed and one currently under construction with another to 

start construction within the next year. Funding is in place for the Swinging Bridge Trail, the Drake 

Harbor Trail, the Joe Dice Swinging Bridge, and Bledsoe Ferry Trail. Several other trails are 

awaiting funds that will be determined during the next year. The first phase of the Joe Dice Swinging 

Bridge is complete and the bridge is open 

for pedestrian traffic. Funding for the 

second phase is 

currently pending. The following map lists 

the  t ra i l s  ident i f i ed  as  immedia te  
opportunities: 

The City is aggressively seeking funding 

opportunities for trail needs and will 

continue these activities throughout the life 

of the trail system. One amazing feature of 

the trail system currently under design and 

construction is the fact that Warsaw has 

received $4,000,000 in funding for various 

City project including trails over the past 10 

years while only using $225,000 as City 

match funds. 

Another piece of the Masterplan is going to 

be  under  cons t ruc t ion  in  2008.  A  

partnership between the Corps of Engineers 

and City of Warsaw was formed to resurface 

the Bledsoe Ferry Trail (shown in solid red). 

This new surface will allow for accessibility 

of pedestrians, bicyclists and persons with 

disabilities. All of the trails will be identified individually with pictures throughout the remainder of the 

Masterplan. Another important project within the trail system addresses the safety and wellness for 

the people and school children of Warsaw. This trail phase is planned to be the “Safe Route to 

Schools” and is a program funded through the Missouri Department of Transportation. Warsaw has 

applied for funding for the Safe Routes Program and will find out funding in late 2008. 

The Warsaw Trail system contains more than 25 miles of proposed trails and the trails have multiple 

focuses. There will be trails for pedestrians, bicyclists, mountain biking with difficult terrain,  

equestrian trails, water trails, and multiple use trails. The intent for the multiple types of trails is to 
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provide a variety to create demand for the trail system while maintaining the safety for the users. By 

separating the trail types, less conflicts between users is anticipated. 

In addition to trail use types, several opportunities are available to allow users to learn the regional 

and historical significance Warsaw plays. The Drury students explain several possibilities for 

historical trails and themes for several pieces of the trail. Appendix A3 contains the Drury students 

report and pages 140-141 focus specifically on historic trails. 

The future development trails are also very important to the overall trail system for Warsaw. The 

intent of breaking the trail system into two pieces was specifically for determining budgetary 

numbers and to prioritize the trail system. The most important legs of the system will connect 

downtown Warsaw to the trail and 

allow movement from key trailhead 

locations to other activity centers 

around Warsaw. The following 

map shows trails included in the 

“future development” portion of 

the Warsaw Trails Masterplan 

included with the immediate 

opportunities trails. 

As the map shows, the key to 

making the overall trail system 

usable for the people and visitors of 

Warsaw is to make the trail connect 

to other legs. The connectivity of 

the overall system has been 

thoroughly reviewed and will 

continue to evolve as development 

occurs within and around the 

outskirts of the city. The intent of 

the trail is to allow as many people 

to use the system and create loops 

to allow people to return to their 

origin location without stopping 

and reversing the direction they 

were proceeding. The outer trails 

allow connections from developing 

neighborhoods to downtown 

Warsaw and the Drake Harbor. 

The outer trails have significant 

trail miles involved and the cost to complete the overall system will be significant. The City of  

Warsaw has been very proactive in looking for partners in continuing the trail system and will  

continue this process. One point of interest that Warsaw has investigated is tying into the Katy Trail. 

This connection trail would be over 30 miles in length, but would be a great addition to the Missouri 
state trail network. 
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The following chapters in the Masterplan relate to specific trails and the specific information 

involved in completing each trail. 

IMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITY TRAILS 

The following trails having funding secured and will begin construction in 2008 or are already 

under construction. Downtown Warsaw is involved within the immediate opportunities trails 

and Appendix A3, pages 16-121 focus on several possibilities and improvements to the 

downtown area. 

Community Building 

Although the Community Building is not a trail, the 

Community Building is the central point the entire trail 

system is formed around. The citizens of Warsaw are 

very interested in using the building for community 

activities and recreational opportunities. Currently, the 

Community Building hosts city offices and the police 

department. Throughout the public meetings, the 

attendees voiced in strong unison the need to turn the 

Community Building back into a building to use for 

public events and centralize Warsaw. 

The Community Building brings historical value to the 

trail system being built in 1936 with WPA funds. If the 

Community Building was converted into a recreational centerpiece, Warsaw could use the site as 

another attraction to the visitors of Warsaw. 

Drake Harbor Trail Completed 

 

Drake Harbor is the heart of Warsaw and the trail system is 

designed to focus and begin around Drake Harbor. Drake 

Harbor has historical and geological significance to the 

city. Historically, northern point of Drake Harbor to Lay 

Park was the location in which steamboats moored in order 

to access Warsaw's downtown. Warsaw has historical 

buildings downtown that also reflect on the steamboat era 

and issues. To add historical significance, Drake Harbor 

area was the setting of a major civil war battle in which the 

Confederate soldiers rushed across the harbor to defeat the 

Union troops and retake Warsaw. On November 7, 1863 

Confederate Col. Joe Shelby lead his troops across the 

Osage River. Despite heavy gun fire he retook Warsaw for 

the south.  
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Warsaw has several festivals, most notably Old River Days, Jubilee Days and Heritage Days that 

encompass Warsaw and specifically Drake Harbor. Warsaw has developed Drake Harbor as a 

location to host event tents and performances within the western portion of the harbor. The city 

constructed concrete and asphalt trails throughout the area west of the harbor and is currently completing 

a project that will make a loop around the harbor and provide additional parking for users not 

unloading a boat. The project also includes lighting along the trail and landscapes of native plants. 

Although Drake Harbor currently has a project under construction and contains previously constructed 

trails, the Masterplan is designed around the harbor. Drake Harbor is featured as a key element within the 

overall trail system and connects downtown Warsaw with the region across the Osage River (Lake of the 

Ozarks). 

Swinging Bridge Trail All phases Completed 

The Swinging Bridge Trail is the vital piece of the system that connects Drake Harbor to the Joe Dice 

Swinging Bridge. From the swinging bridge, both sides of the river are connected together to allow users 

instant trails along the levy system from Drake Harbor. The Swinging Bridge Trail is currently under design 

and will be constructed during the winter of 

2008. The trail extends from Drake Harbor 

to the northwest, under the Highway 7 

roadway bridge and connects to the east side 

of the Joe Dice Bridge. The project includes 

a provision for a trailhead near the Joe Dice 

Swinging Bridge. 

Several important features will be 

involved with the Swinging Bridge Trail. A 

pre-fabricated pedestrian bridge will be used to 

maintain a current cove and maintain existing 

boat access. The Corps of Engineers flood 

control levy will be extended to provide a 

location for the new trail. The new trail will 

follow the edge of the levy under the 

roadway bridge. 

Warsaw currently has a vast amount of trails 

along the Osage River. The Corps of 

Engineers maintains a levy system along 

much of the banks in Warsaw. Once this 

trail is constructed, the people and guests of 

Warsaw have unimpeded access to more 

than three miles of trails. Over the course of 

the Masterplan implementation, these trails will be surfaced.  

The trailhead on the west side of the bridge has an opportunity to implement a green space park which 

provides waterfront access. This would be the only opportunity for this setting within the trail network. 
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Joe Dice Swinging Bridge  Completed 

The Joe Dice Swinging Bridge was restored with federal funds in 2007. This project was Phase I for the 

restoration of the bridge back to the original look of the 

bridge. Phase II will consist of additional funds in the 

magnitude of $500,000. These funds 

are allocated by Congressional budget, but the budget has not 

been approved so completion will depend on the 

budgetary constraint. The Swinging Bridge is a major 

historical feature of Warsaw and adds a feature to the trail system 

that no other trail in the nation can match with historical 

significance. The bridge connects Warsaw to the Bledsoe Ferry 

Sports Complex that is located just below Truman Dam. 

The Joe Dice Swinging Bridge was one of three “Swingers” 

used in the Warsaw area. Originally referred to as the Upper Bridge, it was built in 1904. In 1924 the 

bridge was destroyed by a tornado, and then rebuilt in 1928. It remained in use for automotive traffic until 

1979, when it was replaced by the Highway 7 bridge. The bridge is one of five remaining bridges built 

by Joseph A. Dice. This self-taught engineer didn't finish the fourth grade and never used blueprints to 

build any of the original 31 suspension bridges. 

Placed on the National Historical Register on September 17, 1999, the "Upper Bridge" is the last of 15 

swinging bridges that once crossed the Osage River linking the Great Lakes with the Gulf of Mexico. 
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Bledsoe Ferry Trail   

Completed with asphalt and 

lights. 
The Bledsoe Ferry Trail serves as a 

direct connection from Warsaw to the 

Bledsoe Sports Complex. This trail 

will allow users to travel on a trail from 

downtown Warsaw to the sports 

complex without crossing traffic. 

Safety is the most important function of 

this trail. The City of Warsaw and the 

Corps of Engineers are currently 

working together to make this trail 

accessible to the public. The Corps is 

donating fine aggregate that can be 

compacted for accessibility and also 

provide a solid base for a hardscape 

project to be done in the future. 

Hardscape would consist of 

concrete.  A trailhead with a 

parking lot and privy are planned 

near the end of the Joe Dice Swinging 

Bridge. The project will begin in 2008. 

The existing trail has an existing parking lot halfway between access locations .  This location will  

provide a nice feature for the trail. The existing off-trail location will be made into a picnic area 

away from the Bledsoe Sports Complex or a station for any walking or biking events.

 

The area that would become the town 

of Warsaw was first settled around 

1820, primarily by Kentucky and 

Tennessee farmers of English, Irish and 

German descent. Early on, the 

settlement became a crossroads of  

travel and freighting. The first ferry was 

established on the Osage River in 1831 by 

Lewis Bledsoe, located where the site of 

Bledsoe Ferry Park, near Truman Dam, is 

located today. Bledsoe's Osage Ferry served 

the Boonville-Springfield Road, parts of which 

were also called the Old Military Road or Wire 

Road, east of town. Another ferry was later 

established by Mark Fristoe to the west. 

Soon, numerous freight wagons, 

stagecoaches, and wagon trains began to pass 

through the area. 
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IMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITY TRAILS 
 
The following trails are currently in search of funding or have 
funding applications currently under review. 
 

Completed 
 
Harbor Amphitheater 
The project team for the Trail Masterplan has investigated the 

possibility of an outdoor amphitheater along the hillside just west 

of the Community Building in Drake Harbor. The amphitheater 

would be modeled after other cities of similar size along rivers 

or lakes. The amphitheater would provide another attraction for 

the harbor and provide possibilities for additional festivals or 

concerts. The proposed location also ties into the trail system and 

could be the ending location for events involving the trails. 
 

Under design 
  

Lay Park Trail 
The City of Warsaw and the Missouri Department of Conservation have been working together on a 

project that would bring a trail from the Joe Dice Swinging Bridge to the base area of Lay Park. A 

parking lot and an observation platform would be constructed at the base and a trail would extend 

into Lay Park from the base. The observational platform will be handicap accessible. This project 

is currently in funding review and the partnership 

is committed to making the project happen within the 

near future. Other features include a privy located 

near the parking lot with two to four handicap 

spaces included. The trail extending into Lay Park 

will allow additional features for the system which 

include shelter houses, picnic areas, the swimming 

pool and the softball field. 

The Lay Park trail is important to the overall 

system because it creates connectivity between the 

Joe Dice Swinging Bridge and Lay Park, which 

also connects users to the Warsaw North Elementary 

School by using sidewalks proposed under the Safe 

Routes to School project that is currently seeking 

funding. Once all of the projects are completed, 

students from the school could safely walk, bike or 

wheel to Lay Park or Bledsoe Sports Complex, both 

of which house several sporting events for Warsaw. 
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Steamboat Landing Trail 

Completed.  
The Steamboat Landing Trail will be important in the 

overall revitalization of downtown Warsaw. The 

trail will emphasize the backsides of the 

downtown buildings and bring a new possibility for 

development to the downtown area in addition to 

bringing more tourists to Warsaw. The trail will traverse 

the north side of the harbor and connect Drake Harbor 

to the Osage Trail. Currently, the Osage Trail does 

not loop, but the proposed improvements from the 

Masterplan would accommodate two connections near 

Highway 65. 

The Steamboat Landing Trail will bring a new 

feature to Drake Harbor and could possibly expand 

boat access into the downtown area for everyday use as well as festival parking on the Lake. Currently 

there is very little dock parking along the Lake of the Ozarks and Warsaw has investigated tying 

new boat access into the trail system to generate revenue to pay for the maintenance of the system. 

In 1837 the first steamboats traveled the river and docked in Warsaw. Upstream cargo consisted mainly 

of salt, groceries, nails and iron. Commodities that made up the bulk of the downstream traffic were 

pork, furs, grain, deer skins and meat, chickens, eggs, whiskey and much more. In 1854, Warsaw alone 

shipped 144 bales of deer skins. In the mid-1850’s seven St. Louis steamboats could be seen at the wharf 

at Warsaw at one time. This means of hauling lasted until the completion of the railroad between 

Sedalia and Warsaw. 

The drawing shown to 

t h e  r i g h t  s h o w s  a  

proposed dock layout 

and design from Shore 

Master. The proposed 

improvements will be 

reviewed by Ameren 

a n d  t h e  C o r p s  o f  

Engineers. This project 

has no current funding. 
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Eastgate Trail 
Several trails within the system are designed 

to coincide with new development. The East 

Gate Trail is a major example of this design. 

Warsaw has several locations in which the 

city anticipates new development and 

redevelopment. The East Gate  Trail also 

connects downtown Warsaw to the 

Interconnecting Bike Trail. 

The Eastgate Business District consists of over 

42 businesses including 3 restaurants, 11 retail 

stores, 11 auto sales/repair shops, 4 

financial/realty/insurance offices, 2 filling stations, 2 bulk gas providers, 3 beauty shops, a car wash, 

library and bank. Eastgate covers approximately one and a half miles and is bordered by Arcadia on the 

west, Walnut Street on the north, 65 Highway on the east and the Osage River on the south. The City of 

Warsaw is also investigating a possible public pool location between downtown Warsaw and Eastgate. The 

trail system will be designed to connect each of these components to Drake Harbor. 

Osage Trail  Lights to be placed in 2019 

The Osage Trail uses the levy system east of Warsaw and the Masterplan designs the Osage Trail as the key 

trail to get from downtown Warsaw to the Lost Valley Fish Hatchery and someday to the Katy Trail. 

Currently, the Osage Trail terminates just after 

the trail travels under the Highway 65 bridge. 

The trail does not loop and users are forced to 

turn around and travel the trail back to town. 

This feature and the timeline on the 

construction of the Sedalia-Warsaw and 

Southwestern Railroad Trail (SW & SW Trail) 

places the Osage Trail near the bottom of 

priorities for the immediate opportunities 

section of the Warsaw Trail Masterplan. The 

Osage Trail does have an opportunity that sets it 

apart from the others.  The Osage Trail is one of three segments that can take advantage of the wetlands to the 

north and Osage River (Lake of the Ozarks) to the south. The wetlands provide an opportunity to leave the 

main trail and enter the eco sensitive areas via passive trails or a boardwalk to minimize impact to the 

surroundings. Page 122 of Appendix A3 offers more on this subject. 

The Osage River is a tributary of the Missouri River, 360 miles long, in central Missouri in the United 

States. The longest river entirely in Missouri, it drains a rural area of 15,300 square miles on the north edge 

of the Ozark Mountains west to east across Missouri, with its watershed stretching into eastern Kansas. It 

is impounded in two major locations such that most of the river has been converted into a chain of two 

reservoirs, the Harry S. Truman Reservoir and the Lake of the Ozarks. 

The river is named for the Osage Nation, the indigenous people in area at the time of the arrival of the 

first European settlers. It presented significant navigation difficulties for early settlers because of its 

fluctuating water levels, as well as the presence of shallow pools and sand bars caused by its tight 

meandering course through the hills. 
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Safe Routes to School 
Although the Safe Routes to School is not 

technically a trail, the sidewalk improvement 

project through the Missouri Department of 

Transportation is designed to tie into the 

overall trail system to allow children from 

Warsaw North safe access to key locations 

within Warsaw. The city submitted a proposal for 

Safe Routes improvements in late March 2008 

and will construct new sidewalks from the school 

to Lay Park and Drake Harbor, as well as 

providing a new pathway to the north from the 

school. If selected to receive funds, the City will 

begin the project in late 2008. Appendix A3, 

pages 141-165 discuss the Safe Routes program in 

detail. 

 

Kickapoo Island Trail Fine aggregate Placed
                   

The Kickapoo Island Trail connects the users to the environment. The trail is named after the Kickapoo Indian 

Tribe that once lived on the island. The proposed trail would utilize the existing levy and create a loop around the 

large, southern most part of the island.  Due to the close proximity of environmental factors, trail surface 

will be very important. A surface will be used that does not impact the multiple breeds of birds and wildlife,  

such as bald eagles, cranes, and deer that have made Kickapoo Island their home. Due to the unique and natural 

setting of Kickapoo Island, the proposed trait type is a boardwalk type of surface that minimizes impact to the 

environment and allows the users to blend into the wilderness nicely. Several features could be added to this 

area including observational decks and boardwalks into the  habitat. Also, bike stands and termination points will 

be placed near sensitive locations along the trail so users can view the wetland areas. This would be an area for 

interpretive trails. Appendix A3, pages 130-138 discuss several options for the Kickapoo Island Trail.  
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 Butterfield Trail 

 
The Butterfield Trail is part of the future development portion of the Masterplan. 

The Butterfield Trail follows the original route of the historic Butterfield 

Stagecoach. The trail extends from downtown Warsaw, connects to the Truman 

trail and continues north to connect into future developments and tie into the 

Hooper House Trail. 

Warsaw sits in a location that has had historical significance dating back to the 

days of steamboats, the civil war, and also sits on a major wagon trail line. 

Warsaw was also a major provisioning point for freight haulers and settler 

wagon trains, on their trek to the southwest, and was a way station on the 

Butterfield Stage line to California. 

Riverside Trail 
This trail is an extension of the Lay Park Trail. This trail connects Lay Park 

to the Truman Trail. This connection is another important loop created within 

the Masterplan that allows users to access the Truman Dam area from downtown 

via Lay Park without crossing the Osage River. With the connection to the Truman 

Trail, users are also connected to the fish hatchery or any development taking 

place along the Truman Trail. 

Truman Trail  
The Truman Trail is a vital connection for the future development trails. The 

Truman Trail extends from the Truman Dam Visitor Center east to the fish 

hatchery entrance. This trail provides and east-west trail that connects to the 

Riverside Trail, the Butterfield Trail, the Interconnecting Bike Trail along 

Highway 65, the Sedalia-Warsaw and Southwestern Railroad Trail (SW & 

SW Trail) and the Lost Valley Trail. This intermediate trail will allow users to 

use the north-south trails and complete a loop using another north-south route 

without getting too far from downtown Warsaw. 

The Truman Trail is named for the significant impact from Truman Lake and 

the Truman Dam. Both are very important to the Warsaw Trail System and 

the Corps of Engineers has been instrumental in working with the City for the 

Trail Masterplan. 

The dam has historical meaning to the area and has gone through a name 

change over the years. The 

K a y s i n g e r  B l u f f  D a m  a n d  

Reservoir was authorized in 1954 as one 

unit in a comprehensive 

 

 

Truman Trail (Cont.) 

River basin. In 1970, the project was 
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renamed by Congress as the Harry S. Truman Dam and Reservoir, in honor of the former president from 

Missouri. Project construction began in August 1964 and the spillway gates were closed in October 1979. 

Interconnecting Bike Trail (Old 65)  

This trail parallels Highway 65 and allows bikes to travel from the Osage Trail to the Hooper 

House Trail that crosses Highway 65 to take travelers on the Sterret Creek Trail to connect to 

the Katy Trail. The city researched the possibility of constructing a trail within the Missouri 

Department of Transportation (MoDOT) right-of-way and will continue working with 

MoDOT to allow users to parallel the highway to Sedalia. 

The Katy Trail is a 225 mile bike path stretching across most of the state of Missouri. Over 

half of it follows Lewis and Clark's path up the Missouri River, where you can ride beneath 

towering river bluffs while eagles circle overhead. After leaving the river, the trail meanders 

through peaceful farmland and small-town Americana. 

America's longest "rails-to-trail" project, formerly the MKT rail line, is flat and scenic. It's 

ideal for hiking, running, or cycling on just about any kind of bike. Horseback riding is also 

allowed on a 25 mile section of the trail. Many cross-country cyclists include the Katy Trail in 

their tours. It is part of Adventure Cycling's Lewis & Clark route, as well as the American 

Discovery Trail. 

Warsaw has witnessed the impact the Katy Trail has had for the cities along the trail and 

connecting to the Katy Trail would enhance both trails and offer additional uses for the users. 

Sedalia-Warsaw and Southwestern Railroad Trail  Preliminary Engineering report 
completed 

The Sedalia-Warsaw and Southwestern Railroad Trail (SW & SW Trail) provides an 

extension of the Osage Trail north to the Lost Valley Fish Hatchery. This trail uses the railroad bed abandoned 

by the SW & SW Railroad. There will be several difficulties involved with this trail, including acquiring private 

property to continue the trail and using pedestrian bridges to cross the coves from 

the river. This trail terminates at the connection with the Truman Trail. The 

trail extends north from this location, but the name of the northern trail is the Lost 

Valley Trail. 

Lost Valley Trail 

The Lost Valley Trail connects the Truman Trail and the SW & SW Trail to the 

Lost Valley Fish Hatchery and loops to the Interconnecting Bike Trail and 

Hooper House Trail. 

This trail is named after the Lost Valley Fish Hatchery located just north of 

Warsaw. The Lost Valley Fish Hatchery and Visitor Center is situated on 971 

acres of land encompassing various habitats. There are 78 rearing ponds 
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 Lost Valley Trail (Cont.) 
and a ten-acre ambient water pond totaling 78.3 acres of water. 

Construction began in 1997 as a project of the Missouri 

Department of Conservation. Seventy-five percent of the $19 

million construction cost was funded by the Sport Fish 

Restoration Act, this act places an excise tax on the 

manufacturer of such items as boat motors, fishing tackle, and boat 

fuel. The moneys (administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service) are then sent back to the states according to numbers of 

fishing permits sold and the amount of land and water. Such 

moneys are approved for projects furthering sport fish restoration 

and to date this is the largest project funded in the nation. Lost 

Valley Hatchery is the largest warm water state -owned hatchery 

in Missouri and one of the ten largest in the nation. 

The Lost Valley Fish Hatchery has begun the construction of their 

own trail system that the Warsaw Trail System will tie into. The 

Lost Valley Fish Hatchery trials were designed for more rugged 

use and offer a unique experience for users of the trail system. 
 

 

Hooper House Trail 

The Hooper House Trail begins at the terminus of the Riverside Trail and beginning of the Truman 

Trail. The trail connects the rest of the system with the features of the Truman Dam Visitor Center 

including the Hooper House. The trail uses 

power line easements to minimize impacts 

on the surrounding environment. The 

trail connects to the Butterfield Trail to the 

south, the Sterret Creek Trail to the north, the 

Interconnecting Bike Trail at Highway 65 and 

the Lost Valley Trail to the east. 

During the construction of the Harry S. 

Truman Dam and Reservoir Project, the 

Kansas City District Corps of Engineers 

conducted various archeological and 

historical surveys in the project area to 

inventory cultural resources and to 

identify means to preserve as many of these 

resources as possible. 

The Hooper House, located in St. Clair County, was determined to be eligible for the National Historic 

Register of Historic Places based on its unique roof construction. John Hooper constructed the home circa 

1903 where himself, his wife Molly and nine children lived. 

The Corps of Engineers reconstructed the home in 1984 near the Harry S. Truman Visitor Center and 

visitors may take a self-guided tour of the home. Also, a summer kitchen, smoke house, sorghum press, 

and barn may be visited at the Hooper House homestead. 
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Sterret Creek Trail 

This trail was added to the Warsaw Masterplan to allow a 

connection to the Katy Trail at Sedalia. The costs associated with a 

trail connection to the Katy will be extensive, but the Sterret Creek 

Trail provides a feasible location to begin the connection and at least 

serve the Sterret Creek village and marina. The City is investigating 

potential equestrian use within this region. 

Mountain Bike Trail Completed 
The City of Warsaw is focused on maintaining trails to serve all of 

the community’s activities 

including mountain bike trails. 

Currently, a local mountain biking club cut in several trails within the 

Corps of Engineers land. These trails tie directly into the Masterplan 

due to the layout of the Hooper House Trail. The trails have been 

roughed in and will be continually upgraded. Someday, riders will be 

able to access the mountain bike trails from Warsaw by taking several 

trails that all tie together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Trails  
Water trails are another trail type that would appeal to different users 

than walking, biking or equestrian trails. Water trails can be 

complex or relatively simple. The costs associated with water trails can 

be minimal and have significant positive influences for the City of 

Warsaw. The intent of 

providing a section of water 

trails in the Masterplan is to 

focus on the multiple types of 

trail uses within the Masterplan 

and the willingness of the City to create trails that the public 

demands and can spur economic development in and around 

Warsaw. This section is also discussed in detail in Appendix A3, 

pages 140-141. 

Equestrian Trail 

The equestrian trail is an important piece of the overall 

Masterplan to keep the intent of creating multiple purpose trails 

throughout the system. The Equestrian Trail will actually be 

constructed along several of the trails within the Masterplan to 

ensure the trails are long enough to warrant equestrian use. 
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Trailheads 
Trailheads will be placed at several locations along the 

trail system. These trailheads are designed to allow 

people to park and use the trail and have restrooms 

for the users. The preliminary locations for trailheads 

along the system are identified by circles with stars 

in the picture shown. These trailheads are designed 

to show information about the trails and a location 

map to allow users to know where they are as well as 

see the overall trail system. As the trail system 

grows, trailhead locations may change and new 

partners may step forward to create a trailhead 

near their  development. 

Appendix A3 covers trailheads on pages 180-181. 

 
Project Issues 

There will be issues involved in each specific project. Due to the 

vast size of the trail system, the project issues will differ depending 

on each specific location of the trail. Trails located along the Osage 

River will have direct correspondence with the Corps of Engineers 

and Ameren. The City of Warsaw has conducted several meetings 

with each of the partners for the overall trail system and will 

continue meeting with each of them as design and construction 

follow. The major issues associated with the Warsaw Trail 

System are the substantial costs associated with constructing each 

of the phases. Warsaw will continue to work with partners and 

seek funding to complete the trail system and priorities may change 

as funding options become available. 

Project Costs 

Each project has detailed estimated construction and project costs 

for each phase shown in Appendix A1. The costs are provided in 

2008 dollars and will provide summaries to the project costs being 

estimated. 

The following construction cost estimates are based on 2008 dollars and are preliminary. Detailed estimates 

will be performed once final design begins. The construction dollars shown include concrete pathways. 

Trail surfacing for all trails will be investigated on a project specific basis once the project receives funding. 
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Trail Maintenance 

The City of Warsaw will maintain the trail system as it develops. Several factors are important in the 

maintenance of a trail system. Mowing, sweeping, snow removal and trash removal are key issues that 

the City will need to develop a plan for a continuing maintenance program. 

The use of the trail system will not diminish during winter months and the need for a snow removal system 

or blade will need to be accounted for as the trail develops. As the trail system is constructed, 

modifications for trail surface will be considered within the maintenance program. 

Conclusion 

The overall Warsaw Trail System will consist of more than 20 miles throughout all sections of the 

community. The trail system is designed to allow for additional miles of trail with connection points 

to future development sites. The trails shown under immediate opportunities category will be the short-

term focus for the City of Warsaw and the time frame for these trails is estimated to be within the next 5 

years. The future development section of the Masterplan estimates a time frame between 5 and 25 years 

depending upon funding sources. Any of the future trails can be moved into the immediate opportunities 

category if a funding source is identified. 

The future connection to the Katy Trail in Sedalia is a long term goal that continues to be discussed across 

the state. Connectivity within a trail system is integral to the success of the system and the same can be 

said about multiple trail systems connecting together. 

 

 

THE FUTURE OF THE TRAIL SYSTEM   

Completed - Osage Lakes Greenway Corporation 
This Trail Masterplan outlines what is and what potentially can be in the Warsaw Trails System. In order 

to bring these ideas and dreams to life a cooperative public and private partnership should be created to 

ensure that the management of the existing and expansion of future trails in Warsaw is accomplished 

from a true community consensus basis. 

It is recommended that the City of Warsaw endorse the establishment of a Warsaw Trails System 

Commission to continue the work already begun by the City. This commission would be created with the 

following mission: 

“The Mission of the Warsaw Trails System Commission is to plan, support and create a quality community 

trail system to enrich the lives of all people, regardless of age, while preserving our natural environment, 

promoting our history and educating the community on the importance of conservation and personal 

wellness.” 

The Commission would be a public/private group with representation from the city and interested 

citizens. 

  


